
HSWC-  CHAIR’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2022 TO AGM 

 

2022 was the first year clear of Covid regulations, where the Government policy could be 

summarised as ‘we live with it, like influenza’, but for people still to take care of course. 

  

We had a good year of walking, which included a coach-based trip.  The Wednesday and Sunday 

programmes were full, and it was good that some new leaders stepped up to the 

plate.  A relatively mild autumn and early winter made for muddy tracks, but with a 

few fine sunny, frosty days.  (Indeed, the year started with a challenging muddy 

route to Bibury!).  A local walk has been provided to each of the monthly Welsh 

walks.   

  

The 2022 AGM was held in February at the Conservative Club, Swindon, and was attended by about 

29 members, and featured a short presentation by someone from the local Prospect Hospice about 

two upcoming fund-raising walks. Members voted by a 2/3 majority to amend the constitution, so as 

to have the committee set the annual subscription, to solve a ‘timing mismatch’ problem.  Also 

approved was the option of having a Membership Secretary instead of a ‘Secretary’.  A full 

committee was elected, with Chair Robin Clegg;  Walks Co-ordinators Sheila Fletcher & Marilyn 

Todd;  Website Manager Pete Saunders; and Membership Secretary Carole Clegg.  During the year 

Dave Hazell was appointed Treasurer.   

  

In June a coach-based trip to the Malverns featured a tough, 10 mile long walk over all the peaks, 

and a short walk with time to explore Great Malvern. The trip was popular, with nearly 50 people on 

the coach.  Unfortunately, in the middle of a spell of fine sunny weather, a rain belt sat over this area 

almost the whole day, especially making the mountain walk really challenging. 

  

In October the Club had a weekend walks trip to the 

western Brecon Beacons based in Llandovery, and 

arranged by Andrew Snowden.  Eleven members enjoyed 

walks in the hills.   

  

Congratulations to member Arend von Freeden who completed the whole of the Camino from 

France to Santiago de Compostela in September and October. 

  

Almost 40 members and their partners enjoyed a Christmas festive meal at the Highworth Hotel, 

arranged by Sheila Fletcher and Carole Clegg. For those who work full-time, there was also a special 

celebratory pub lunch in January, organised by Richard Pearce.  

  



New Year’s Day walks are a Club tradition, and on Sunday Jan 1 (2023) 27 members took a route 

from Ashdown Farm over Russley Downs and Weathercock hill, followed by a glass of good cheer in 

the Rose & Crown pub in Ashbury.  

  

Andrew Snowden and Morag Sullivan ran several ‘map and compass’ training sessions in the 

autumn, and the feedback is that these were really useful. 

 

Some ‘policy’ developments included a closer relationship with the local Ramblers, and more 

emphasis on safety and first-aid aspects.  During the year there were some medical incidents, two of 

which occurred on the Brecon Beacons (one involving mountain rescue teams). These serve as a 

reminder as to how seriously we need to take this aspect of walking.  In May we held the first ever 

Club first-aid training course, given by the Red Cross and attended by 10 club members and 2 

Ramblers members. We issued and updated a safety & first-aid guide which included how to contact 

the emergency services, use of mobile phones, situations on mountain walks, etc.   ‘What Three 

Words’ is increasingly being used by the emergency services now.  

 

During the year the committee changed the suggested maximum 

voluntary contribution for members car-sharing, to cover the driver’s 

costs.  It’s important that this never be seen as a ‘fare’ but is simply to 

cover real running costs for the car.   

   

As ever, we need more leaders!  Help and advice is readily available, and hopefully the ‘map & 

compass’ sessions help with members’ confidence. We would like to put on a choice of walks more 

often, for example a long and short on the same Wednesday; and we already have an alternative 

walk in parallel with Welsh walks. 

  

Thanks 

It’s a real pleasure to thank those who have given to the Club over the year: all our walk leaders; the 

committee (Sheila Fletcher, Marilyn Todd, Dave Hazell, Pete Saunders, Carole Clegg & Arend von 

Freeden); Annie Willett who runs our Facebook page; Andrew Snowden for the October trip; Andrew 

& Morag for the workshops; and Richard Pearce for the January festive meal.  

  

Robin Clegg, Chairman 

 


