Highworth and Swindon Walking Club
Newsletter — July 2023

Minutes of recent committee meeting

The minutes have been agreed and uploaded to the HSWC web site.

It was agreed to tidy up a few administrative matters such as GDPR (it hasn’t gone away) and to
review first aid kit provision (many of you have replied to Marilyn’s survey — thank you).

It was agreed to update the advice given on the web site to walkers and to walk leaders. This has
now been done.

Change to Wednesday Walk Coordinator

Sue Aiken has now taken over from Sharon Kimber. Thank you to both of them. Obviously, the role of
Walk Coordinator is essential for our activities. The scheduling and prompting of potential walk
leaders have ensured that we have had a full and interesting walk programme.

Walk Leaders

Another role which is obviously fundamental to our activities is that of walk leader. We are always
keen to have more and are very appreciative of those that we have. Thank you. If you have ideas
about how we should run walks, or routes you would like us to explore please do contact the
appropriate Walk Coordinator and they can help you to organise a walk, perhaps alongside an
experienced leader as you build up experience and confidence. Give it a go.

Livestock Issues

Some of you will be aware that a recent walk encountered both cattle and horse issues. The club
contacted the appropriate footpath officer (Oxfordshire CC) and the farmer has been written to
formally reminding him/her of the farmer’s obligations with regards to Public Right of Way.

It is not always possible to identify potential livestock issues on a pre-walk — farmers move their
livestock around. We have walked for many years crossing fields with livestock, so it is nothing new. It
is not always practical to re-route the walk to avoid a field.

The advice to walkers and leaders has been updated to provide current advice, based on the advice
that Ramblers and other walking groups give. Please read this advice. In summary, if we encounter a
field that seems to have ‘bothersome’ livestock (mostly they are quietly eating) we should cross as a
group calmly, with any anxious walkers in the middle. You should work with the leader and fellow
walkers to make this happen. It is likely to be sensible to go around the livestock. It may also be
sensible for a small group of walkers to ‘lead the way’ encouraging the livestock (calmly) to move
away.

HSWC Trip to Peak District



There is to be a trip to the Peak District in October — evening Friday 20" to afternoon Monday 23",
based in Hathersage. | will lead some walks — including Kinder Scout, probably the Edges and Mam
Tor or a walk in the White Peak. Hathersage is well placed for great walking. The grade of these walks
(not yet planned in detail will be Moderate/Hard perhaps Strenuous with some ascents/descents). |
encourage other Club members to volunteer to lead Easy/Moderate (or similar) walks. It is unlikely
that many of the walks will be pre-walked (recently). We will be using walk guide books and my
familiarity with the area. The approach will be that you book your own accommodation to keep the
administration simple. It is likely that we will optionally get together for evening meals. If the long
weekend does not appeal, you can join/leave early.

If interested in joining in as walker/leader please let me know — andrewesnowden@gmail.com

Enjoy your walking.

Andrew Snowden
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